
Graduation FAQ ‘19 
 
When and where is graduation? 
This year’s graduation ceremony will be held Saturday, June 1st at 5:00pm at the Jack 
Breslin Student Events Center (“The Breslin Center”) on the campus of Michigan State 
University.   Doors open to the public at 4pm.  Due to security measures, we recommend 
arriving early. 
 
When is graduation rehearsal/graduation orientation? 
Graduation rehearsal will begin promptly on Friday, May 31 at 8:00am.  Please try to 
arrive at least 15 minutes early.  Graduates will meet in the HHS Rod Bushey Performing 
Arts Center auditorium.  If you want to participate in the graduation ceremony, you 
MUST attend rehearsal.  NO EXCEPTIONS!  Please contact Brian Riordan 
(riordanb@howellschools.com) AND Joan Blair (blairj@howellschools.com) if this is a 
problem.  We should be done around 9:30am so plan your day around this event. 
 
How do I get to MSU? 
The easiest way to get there is to take I-96 West to U.S.-127 North.  Exit at Trowbridge 
Road.  When you exit, you will be on Trowbridge going east.  Continue east to S. 
Harrison Road.  Turn left onto S. Harrison.  Take that approximately 1 mile to the Breslin 
Center. 
 
Isn’t there construction? 
In East Lansing on Harrison Road at Michigan Avenue, you will find a short detour.  If 
you take I-96 to U.S. 127 and exit at Trowbridge, this detour will have no effect on your 
drive. 
  
How long does graduation take? 
Around 2 hours. 
 
Where do I park? 
There is no charge for parking.  
Lot 63 E/W:  Located right in front of the Breslin on Shaw Lane.  There is ample 
handicapped parking in this lot. 
 
Ramp 7:  This brand new parking ramp (parking structure) has over 2,000 spots and is 
the best place to park.  The ramp is located at the corner of Harrison and just north of 
Shaw lane on the left hand (west) side directly across from Breslin Center.  
 
Handicapped parking:  Park in 63 E/W.  If you need to drop somebody off close to the 
building, do so near the CATA bus stop on the north side of Breslin off of Kalamazoo 
Street.  They can enter through the gates on the north side of the building. 
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Go to: https://maps.msu.edu/__public/pdfs/MSU_main_campus.pdf for a map or see the 
other graduation document on the previous web page. 
 
I heard the Breslin has a “No Bag Policy” What’s that all about? 
This policy states: (source https://bit.ly/2HFlwsN) 
 

● Prohibited Items - The Breslin Center is unable to store any of these items. 
For the safety and enjoyment of all attendees please leave prohibited items at 
home or in your vehicle. 

○ Purses of bags of any size 
○ Weapons (no pocket knives of any size) 
○ Containers - any kind (including aerosol cans and spray cans) 
○ Large Umbrellas, flags, flagpoles 
○ Helium Balloons - (can be checked & left at Guest Services, Section 117) 
○ Food - any kind 
○ Coolers, thermoses 
○ Bottled Water 
○ Chair backs 
○ Projectiles & other potentially dangerous objects 
○ Use of tobacco products, campus wide 

 
● Permitted Items 

○ Medical needed items - must be in clear plastic gallon bag 
○ Binoculars (no cases) 
○ Pagers and cell phones (no selfie sticks) 
○ Cameras and camcorders (no cases) 
○ Strollers - please check at Guest Services or with platform attendant) 
○ Child Care items (no diaper bags, must be in a clear plastic gallon bag) 
○ Seat cushions (no pockets, pouches, zippers) 
○ Compact umbrellas (no large umbrellas, no metal tips) 

● If you have any questions, please call the Breslin Center Administration Office at 
517.432.1989 during standard business hours. 

 
Will I need tickets?  How many people can attend? 
No tickets are required for the event.  We’ll have seating for well over 8,000 people so 
there is no limit to how many may attend! 
 
Can I bring food/drink into Breslin? 
Due to security measures, no food or drink is allowed in the Breslin Center. However, 
one concession stand will be open for your to purchase a beverage or a snack if you 
desire. 
 
When and where should we enter? 
Doors will open to the public at 4pm.  Please enter through the Gilbert Pavilion located 
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on the south side of Breslin or the SW Harrison entrance.  
 
Graduates:  When you enter look for the giant sign that says “Grad Access to Arena 
Level.”  Follow the signs to the door that will lead you to stairs.  Go down the stairs and 
you will end up in the loading dock area.  This is where we will line up.  YOU MUST 
BE IN LINE BY 4:45pm. 
 
If you need to take a elevator to the arena floor, an elevator is available.  Ask Breslin staff 
for directions. 
 
NOTE: Adults (parents, guardians, relatives, etc.) are allowed only in the concourse 
and the stands.  No adults are allowed on the arena floor (other than faculty, staff, and 
Breslin Center employees). 
 
What should I plan to wear to graduation? 
Your cap, gown, and regalia of course!  Most boys wear dress pants, dress shoes, and a 
dress shirt (tie suggested!)  Many girls choose to wear a dress, skirt, capri pants, or shorts 
and a nice shirt.  If you wear high heels, be careful walking downstairs to line up. Please 
refrain from wearing shorts, tennis shoes, and jeans. 
 
 
I have a family member that needs special services, so…? 
The Breslin Center is completely ADA compliant.  There are plenty of designated areas 
for wheelchairs.  If you have any questions, ask at Guest Services or any Breslin Center 
staff person.  See http://www.breslincenter.com/ for more information. 
 
Anything else I should do before graduation? 
Seniors should continue to put forth their best academic effort until the end of the school 
year.  Make sure you are caught up in all of your classes.  Don’t forget the fourth quarter 
senior behavioral expectations.  Pay any fines you may owe. 
 
The day of graduation, make sure to eat well and drink a lot of water.  We wouldn’t want 
you to get dehydrated.  Trust us- this is important. 
 
We want your final weeks with us to be positive and fun.  High school graduation is one 
of the most memorable times of your life but it can be a stressful time too.   It will go by 
fast, so, make sure to take time to enjoy it!  
 
Can I decorate my cap? 
As long as the decorations are tasteful, not vulgar, and do not cause any distractions, feel 
free to decorate your cap! 
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I’m a graduate and have a sports event that day!  So…. 
So, we will have seating reserved for you!  Come down to the arena level following the 
directions above and find graduation coordinator Brian Riordan or another teacher behind 
the scenes and they will show you to your seats.  If you win, bring your trophy and tell 
Mr. Riordan the score- he will pass that to Mr. Schrock so he can tell the audience! 
 
We want to take photos after the graduation ceremony, where should 
we go? 
MSU recommends that those families who wish to take photos following the ceremony 
exit using the north doors (NW and NE Kalamazoo). This area provides a wonderful 
backdrop for photos.  A majority of people also take photos outside of the Gilbert 
Pavilion where you enter the building. 
 
I have more questions that were not answered here! 
If there is something that we have not covered here, contact Graduation Coordinator 
Brian Riordan (riordanb@howellschools.com).  He will be able to answer any of your 
questions! 


