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AP BASICS
• AP COURSES ARE COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSES OFFERED IN HIGH SCHOOL.
• COURSES REFLECT WHAT IS TAUGHT IN INTRODUCTORY COLLEGE COURSES.
• STUDENTS CAN REGISTER FOR AP EXAMS IN THE FALL FOR SPRING TESTING   

(IN MAY), MEASURING THEIR MASTERY OF COLLEGE-LEVEL WORK.
• STUDENTS CAN TYPICALLY EARN COLLEGE CREDIT AND/OR PLACEMENT INTO 

HONORS OR ADVANCED COURSES WHEN THEY SCORE A 3 OR HIGHER ON AN 
AP EXAM.

• SOME COLLEGES/UNIVERSITIES REQUIRE A SPECIFIC SCORE FOR COLLEGE CREDIT 
• CHECK WITH YOUR COLLEGE OF CHOICE!



WHY TAKE AN AP CLASS?
Research consistently shows 
that AP students are better 
prepared for college than 
students who do not take AP. 
They’re more likely to enroll 
and stay in college, do well in 
their classes, and graduate in 
four years.  

Experience with College curriculum
Get familiar with college-level work — and boost your confidence 
by tackling it!

Develop College Skills
Time management, critical thinking, scholarly writing—AP 
courses help you hone the skills you’ll need in college and 
career.

Discover Your Passion
Studying a subject in depth could give you new insights and 
even put you on the path to a career.

Boost GPA (APs carry weight!)
HHS offers a GPA boost to students who take AP courses.  
This helps students stand out on college applications and stay 
motivated to take AP courses.
   Example: 
       Traditional Class:   A = 4.0 / A- = 3.667  / B+ = 3.333 / B = 3.0
       AP Class:  A = 4.4 / A- = 4.034 / B+ = 3.667 / B = 3.3



Current HHS AP Courses & AP Exams Offered
History & Social Science
� Macroeconomics
� Microeconomics
� Psychology
� United States Government and Politics
� United States Comparative Government
� United States History

English
� Language and Composition 
� Literature and Composition 

Mathematics & Computer Science
� Statistics
� Calculus AB
� Calculus BC
� Computer Science Principles
� Computer Science A

Sciences

World Languages

Arts

� Biology
� Chemistry
� Environmental Science
� Physics I (Algebra-based)
� Physics C: Mechanics

� French Language
� Chinese Language
� Spanish Language (*most common*)
� Spanish Literature

� Art History
� Studio Art (Drawing: 2D, 3D)
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AP AT HHS

• DURING THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL YEAR, 367 HHS STUDENTS WERE 
ENROLLED IN AT LEAST ONE AP COURSE

• IN MAY 2022, 472 AP EXAMS WERE ADMINISTERED

• ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS PROVIDED TO STUDENTS 
• USE YOUR MY AP DASHBOARD FOR GREAT RESOURCES TO PREP FOR 

THE AP EXAMS



BENEFITS OF TAKING AP

Benefits of Taking AP



AP: College Advantage

Taking AP courses in high school 
could give you an advantage in 
college.  Depending on your AP 
Exam score (1-5), college credit 
and/or placement might be 
granted.

 

Earn College Credit
Your AP score could earn you college credits 
before you even set foot on campus.

Stand Out to Colleges
“AP” on your high school transcript shows 
colleges you’ve tackled college-level work.

Earn Placement in Advanced or Honors Courses
Your AP score can let you skip introductory 
courses in college.

Save Money and Time
Earning credit or placement can free up time 
on your schedule or even let you graduate 
early.
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CREDIT AND PLACEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES

• EACH COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY HAS ITS OWN POLICIES REGARDING AP CREDIT 
AND PLACEMENT.

• FIND COLLEGES THAT GRANT CREDIT, PLACEMENT, OR BOTH FOR AP EXAM 
SCORES AT COLLEGEBOARD.ORG

▪ SEARCH BY COURSE OR COLLEGE

▪ DATA FOR EACH COLLEGE INCLUDES A DIRECT LINK TO THAT COLLEGE’S 
WEBSITE DETAILING AP CREDIT AND PLACEMENT POLICIES

▪ A STATEMENT FROM THE COLLEGE OR UNIVERSITY ABOUT ITS AP POLICY

http://www.collegeboard.org


Sign-in to access 
AP Resources

myap.collegeboard.org

• AP Classroom is an online resource 
that helps students improve their 
performance all year long.

• It’s mobile friendly, so students can 
access it anytime, anywhere, once 
they’ve joined the class online.

• AP Classroom includes:
▪ AP Daily Videos
▪ Practice Questions
▪ Personal Progress Checks
▪ Progress Dashboard



AP DAILY VIDEOS

• SHORT LEARNING VIDEOS ON EVERY TOPIC IN EVERY 
UNIT FOR TARGETED SUPPORT TO HELP STUDENTS 
BUILD KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

• ROUGHLY EIGHT MINUTES IN LENGTH

• TWO OR THREE VIDEOS FOR EVERY TOPIC AND SKILL 
PAIRING WITHIN A GIVEN UNIT

• LED BY EXPERT AP TEACHERS

• ACCESSIBLE ANYTIME FROM ANYWHERE BY 
STUDENTS TO GET ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS THE 
MOMENT THEY HAVE THEM
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS

• TOPIC QUESTIONS PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH PRACTICE APPLYING THE CONTENT 
AND SKILLS FOR EACH TOPIC WITHIN A UNIT.

• TOPIC QUESTIONS GIVE TEACHERS AND STUDENTS JUST-IN-TIME FEEDBACK AND 
INSIGHTS INTO STUDENT MISUNDERSTANDINGS.

• STUDENTS CAN COMPLETE THESE QUICK CHECKS FOR UNDERSTANDING FROM 
THEIR CELL PHONE, A TABLET, AND A COMPUTER. 

• RESPONSES GIVE STUDENTS AND THEIR TEACHERS INSIGHTS INTO HOW THEY’RE 
PROGRESSING IN THE COURSE.
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PERSONAL PROGRESS CHECKS

• REAL-TIME FEEDBACK ON THE TOPICS AND SKILLS IN EACH UNIT AS THE TEACHER 
UNLOCKS PROGRESS CHECKS

• FORMATIVE ASSESSMENTS OF COLLEGE-LEVEL KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS DESIGNED 
TO:

▪ GAUGE STUDENT PROGRESS OVER TIME

▪ HIGHLIGHT AREAS OF STRENGTH

▪ IDENTIFY AREAS STUDENTS NEED TO WORK ON OR GET SUPPORT FOR

• PERSONAL PROGRESS CHECKS ARE ASSIGNED AT THE END OF EACH UNIT, AFTER 
STUDENTS HAVE LEARNED THE UNIT’S TOPICS AND SKILLS



Student Progress 
Dashboard

• Enables students to view 
their progress, unit by unit

• Allows students to 
celebrate successes and 
focus on areas of growth



AP EXAMS

AP Exams
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ABOUT AP EXAMS
• STANDARDIZED EXAMS THAT MEASURE HOW WELL STUDENTS HAVE MASTERED THE 

CONTENT AND SKILLS OF A SPECIFIC AP COURSE

• FALL REGISTRATION (GOOGLE FORM EMAILED TO EVERY AP STUDENT)

• PAYMENT DUE AND TESTS ARE ORDERED IN OCTOBER

• COST OF AP TESTS ARE SET BY COLLEGE BOARD

• APPROXIMATELY $96/EXAM 
(COLLEGE CREDITS START AT $120/HOUR AT COMMUNITY COLLEGES)

*REDUCED EXAM FEES ARE AVAILABLE TO THOSE WHO QUALIFY

• REFUNDS ARE AVAILABLE AFTER THE MAY TEST DATES ARE COMPLETED;
THERE IS A FEE DEDUCTED FROM THE REFUND AMOUNT ONCE A TEST IS ORDERED

• ADMINISTERED BY SCHOOLS WORLDWIDE EVERY YEAR IN THE SPRING

• CREATED AND SCORED BY TEAMS OF AP TEACHERS AND COLLEGE PROFESSORS

• SCORE RANGE: 1 - 5



MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT AP

Myth #1 – AP courses are for students 
who always get good grades.

Reality – You don’t need to be top 
of your class to be an AP student, 
but you’ll want to be prepared for 
the AP course you choose. AP 
courses ask that you come willing 
to do your best work.

Myth #2 – AP courses are too hard 
and stressful.

Reality – AP classes can be 
challenging, but that doesn’t 
mean you’re not up to the task. If 
you’re willing to work hard and if 
you’re prepared academically, 
you should be able to succeed in 
an AP course.

Myth #3 – I don’t think I’ll score high 
enough on the AP Exam to earn college 
credit.

Reality – Many colleges grant 
credit, placement, or both 
based on a 3 or higher on an 
AP Exam. 

Myth #4 – Taking AP courses could 
hurt my GPA.

Reality – Taking AP courses 
show colleges that you’re 
willing to challenge yourself 
academically.  The extra 
weight calculated for an AP 
class will likely improve your 
GPA, if earning a B- or higher in 
the AP course.

Myth #5 – I’m not sure AP is for me. 
How do I know if I’m ready?

Reality – If you think you’re ready 
to take an AP course, then you’re 
ready to advocate for 
yourself—talk to a teacher or 
counselor.

Myth #6 – The final step in your AP 
journey is taking the AP Exam.

Reality – Every year that you take 
AP Exams, you can send one 
score report for free to the 
college, university, or scholarship 
organization of your choice. Be 
sure to take this important last 
step.
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NEXT STEPS

• DECIDE WHICH AP COURSES ARE RIGHT FOR YOU:

▪ WHAT SUBJECTS DO YOU ENJOY MOST?

▪ WHICH SUBJECTS DO YOU EXCEL IN?

▪ HAVE YOU COMPLETED THE COURSE PREREQUISITES?

• TALK TO YOUR TEACHERS AND COUNSELOR IF YOU ARE STILL UNSURE

• SPEAK WITH OTHER STUDENTS WHO HAVE TAKEN AP COURSES

• REGISTER FOR AP CLASSES WHEN SELECTING COURSES IN CLASS CHOICE


